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Target Gallery Exhibition Explores The Connections 

between Art, Light, And Metaphor  

July 24th 2018  

The newest exhibition in Target Gallery, the contemporary exhibition space 
for the Torpedo Factory Art Center, focuses on artificial light. In a dark 
gallery, viewers’ full attention turns toward incandescent artwork. 
Illuminate is on view now through Sunday, Sep. 2, 2018.  

“Light has always played an integral role in the creation and display of art. 
As materials evolve and new media are explored, we can show light itself 
has become an art form,” said Leslie Mounaime, Target Gallery director. “In 
Illuminate, we are creating an immersive experience to demonstrate how 
light can be utilized and manipulated as a tool for conceptual artistic 
metaphor.”  

Juror Emily Smith, executive director of 1708 Gallery in Richmond, Virginia, 
organized InLight Richmond, a free public exhibition of light-based art and 
performance for the past 10 years.  

“Across all of the works was serious consideration of light’s capacity for 
metaphor—a concept that has informed art-making for centuries—and one 
that rewards continued exploration,” said Smith.  

She noted the artists she selected for Illuminate show great diversity and 
creativity in how they implement artificial light in their artworks. Emma 
Shapiro and Lucas Martinez’s Human Cartographies suggests an early, 
primitive engagement of light and shadow. Contrast it against Karen 
Lemmert’s Dual Translational Progression or Michael West’s Floater, which 
both portend a futuristic, sci-fi world. These artists’ contributions represent 
compelling investigations of the relationship between light and art.  



Vivid works like Art Vidrine’s Fur-e-logik were balanced with more subtle 
ones like Joanna Stillwell’s I Like a Slumpy Object, a mixed-media piece 
foregrounded in an exhibition for which all ambient light is extinguished. 
Participatory, interactive works like Andreas Schenkel’s Hedgehog Dilemma 
and Sarah Clough’s The Integrity of Disbelief also contribute to a 
multi-sensory experience.  

Illuminate runs through Sunday, September 2, 2018.  
Learn more at torpedofactory.org/target.  
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